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Assessment Policy 

 

Rationale  

This Policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of assessment at Longnor CE Primary School. 
Assessment complements and assists teaching and learning; it plays an integral part in each teacher’s 
planning and enables the evaluation of current practice as well as pupil achievement. High quality 
formative assessment is an essential part of teaching and learning. It ensures a whole school approach to 
the provision of an excellent education for all children at Longnor CE Primary School and enables teachers 
to deliver education that best suits the needs of their pupils. 

 
Assessment for Learning (AfL) is a fundamental tool utilised by the school to ensure that our 
teaching is: 

• Appropriate, enabling the teachers to gain knowledge of their pupils’ needs, 
achievements and abilities, enabling planning and delivery to be more effective 

• Raising attainment for every child, ensuring that learners are making expected progress 
 

Assessment of Learning (AoL) is inclusive of all abilities and, by implementing it, we aim to raise 
attainment and accelerate progress.  We celebrate all achievements across a broad and balanced 
curriculum. 
 
Assessment as Learning (AsL) builds upon the philosophy of Assessment for Learning with a 
greater emphasis on feedback and metacognition: 
 
“It considers how pupils self-regulate their own learning, and in so doing make complex decisions 

about how they use feedback and engage with the learning priorities of the classroom.” 
 Ruth Dann (2014). 

Pupils begin to self-regulate their learning and encourages reflection upon achievements and next 
steps.  
 
Our assessment procedures are free from bias, stereotyping and generalisation in respect of 
gender, class, race and SEND.  
 

Aims and Objectives of Assessment  

❖ To improve the quality of learning and teaching throughout the school. 

❖ To raise the standards of achievement throughout the school. 

❖ To provide rich-open-ended learning activities that are well matched to the pupils’ starting 
points and allow pupils to extend their skills and develop their thinking.  

❖ To ensure that pupils make identifiable progress in lessons, against specific learning 
objectives and success criteria, enabled by quality, constructive feedback and marking, 
collaborative peer discussion and self-assessment.  

❖ To help children understand what they need to do next to improve their work by enabling 
the active involvement of pupils in their own learning.  

❖ Use continuous assessment of the progress pupils are making in their lessons to evaluate 
and plan further teaching. 

❖ To ensure consistency in assessing achievement and identifying achievable and challenging 
targets for each child. 
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❖ To provide regular information for parents that enables them to support their child’s 
learning. 

❖ To provide school leaders and governors with information that allows them to make 
judgments about the effectiveness of the school and to evaluate the school’s performance 
against its own previous attainment over time and against national standards. 

 

Our Approach to Assessment 

Assessment serves many purposes, but the main purpose of assessment in our school is to help 
teachers, parents and pupils plan their next steps in learning. 

We assess pupils against assessment criteria, which are short, discrete, qualitative and concrete 
descriptions of what a pupil is expected to know and be able to do. 
Assessment criteria are derived from the school curriculum, which is composed of the National 
Curriculum and our own local design.  
 

Formative Assessment (Assessment for Learning – AfL) 

Formative assessment is carried out by teachers every day in every lesson. It allows teachers to 
understand pupil performance on a continuing basis. This type of assessment is used to assess 
knowledge, skills and understanding, and is used to identify gaps and misconceptions. It enables 
teachers to identify when pupils are struggling, when they have consolidated learning and when 
they are ready to progress. It also enables teachers to identify if children are working at greater 
depth. Teachers are then able to provide appropriate support or extension as necessary.  

Assessment for learning opportunities constantly taking place in the classroom through 
questioning, discussion, listening and analysis of work. It is essential that teachers know how well 
a child has progressed and that pupils understand how well they are doing and what they must 
learn to help them improve.  

Formative assessment will be at the heart of assessment for children with identified special needs 
or disabilities in the same way as it is for all other children. Modifications will be made by teachers 
to ensure questioning, talk, marking etc are all suitable for children, depending on their specific 
needs. 

Formative assessments are used to: 

• Identify children’s strengths and gaps in their skills/knowledge. 

• Identify next steps for learning. 

• Inform future planning. 

• Enable appropriate strategies to be employed. 

• Facilitate the setting of appropriate targets for the class, group and individual. 

Methods  

We endeavour to achieve this by: 

• Effective questioning throughout the lesson to judge pupil understanding, ensuring that 
the questioning stretches the thinking of all pupils and provides opportunity for thought 
and challenge. 

• Tracking knowledge to clear end points for each year group.  

• Providing opportunities for retrieval and revisiting previously taught knowledge.  
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• Assessing the performance of the children at all stages of the lesson, adapting and refining 
the learning process where necessary. 

• Adjusting plans to meet the needs of all pupils, differentiating learning objectives where 
appropriate. 

• Making observations - either focused or interactive. 

• Using assessments and feedback from marking to inform the next stages of learning and 
planning; targets in books and marking ladders. 

• Identifying those pupils with particular needs (including those who are more able) so that 
any issues can be addressed in subsequent lessons and any appropriate intervention can 
be organised in consultation with the SENDCO/Head Teacher/Subject co-ordinator. 

 

Summative Assessment(Assessment of Learning- AoL) 

As reflective practitioners, AfL allows teachers to understand pupil performance on a continuing 

basis. It enables teachers to identify when pupils are on track to meet age related expectations. In 

this way, it supports teachers to provide appropriate support or extension as necessary. It also 

enables teachers to evaluate their own teaching of particular topics or concepts and to plan 

future lessons accordingly. 

Summative assessment is important for informing both parents and teachers of a child’s 
attainment and progress. This will also inform whole school target setting and prediction of a 
cohort’s future attainment. 

Aims of our Summative Assessments:  

• Identify attainment through one-off standardised tests at any given point in time. 

• Record performance in a specific area on a specific date.  

• Provide age standardised information. 

• Provide end of key stage test data against which the school will be judged. 

• Ensure statutory assessments at the end of EYFS, phonics, multiplication year four check 
and Key Stage 2 are carried out according to guidelines. 

• Provide information about cohorts and groups of children. 

Assessments Used 

Statutory Tests 

• Early Years baseline 

• Foundation Stage Profile 

• Year 1 phonics screening check 

• Repeat year 2 phonics screening check 

• Year 4 multiplication check 

• End of Y6 Standardised test results - SATs. 
 
 



5 
 

Assessment Policy 

 

Diagnostic Tests 

• Salford Reading Test 

• Maths Testbase 

• Schonell spelling test 

• Test Base – SPAG, reading and mathematics 

• Phonics assessments  

Non-Standardised Tests 

• Class tests and check-up quizzes - monitoring of children’s progress. 

• On-going feedback given according to Feedback Policy – letter formation, initial sounds, 
high frequency words etc. 

Use of Assessment Outcomes 

We will use this information to: 

• Plan learning for the class and groups of pupils to ensure they meet or exceed 
expectations. 

• Set aspirational targets for children at the end of each academic year for the following 
academic year. 

• Analyse the attainment and progress of each class including SEND, Pupil Premium, boys, 
girls, and discuss findings and outcomes at a termly progress meeting with each class 
teacher. 

• Analyse and track individual pupils progress, specific learning needs and develop 
interventions for those that are not on track to meet end of year expectations.  

• Track the progress of individuals with identified SEND enabling us to identify where 
intervention is needed and inform thinking as to how to overcome identified barriers to 
learning.  

Assessment as learning (AaL) 

Assessment as Learning (AaL) builds upon the philosophy of Assessment for Learning with a 
greater emphasis on feedback and metacognition: 
 
“It considers how pupils self-regulate their own learning, and in so doing make complex decisions 

about how they use feedback and engage with the learning priorities of the classroom.” 
 Ruth Dann (2014). 

Pupils begin to self-regulate their learning and encourages reflection upon achievements and next 
steps.  

Methods  

We endeavour to achieve this by: 

• Informing pupils of the learning of objectives and success criteria.  

• Providing opportunities for pupils to review and evaluate their learning against the success 
criteria throughout the lesson.  

• Feeding back to pupils on an on-going basis both verbally and in writing matched to the 
age and the individual needs of the pupil. 

• Focused marking comments using learning objectives and success criteria. Giving children 
the opportunity to respond verbally and in writing to their teacher’s marking. 
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• Involving the children in peer and self-assessment by setting pupil targets and success 
criteria. 

• Pupils taking responsibility for their own learning, encouraging them to evaluate their own 
progress so that they understand the next steps they need to make. 

 

 

Tracking Progress 

EYFS 

A baseline assessment is completed during the first half term. Pupil progress is tracked against the 

baseline and then a completed EYFS pupil profile completes assessments at the end of the year.  

Y1-Y6 progress   

We use the EYFS profile (statutory requirement) as a baseline to measure progress through the 

school towards key stage two statutory assessments (SATs).  

Through years 1-5 Test Base termly tests for SPAG, reading and mathematics track progress 

according to end of year expectations and from the previous statutory assessment.  

Termly pupil progress meetings monitor individual progress against baseline measures. 

Interventions are designed according to individual progress and attainment.  

At the end of each academic year, the head teacher discusses and evaluates results with class 
teachers, Curriculum Committee and Chair of Governors. 

The Head Teacher is responsible for collating this data and transferring the results to individual 
pupil files. A report is then made to the Governing Body.  

Results of all Standardised tests including EYFS profile, year one phonics and end of Key Stage 
SATs are recorded on SIMS in accordance with Data Protection.  

For foundation subjects, pupils are teacher assessed according to whether they are working 
towards, meeting or exceeding age-related expectations. This is for each unit of work and 
assessed against need to know knowledge. Data is submitted into a spreadsheet and analysed by 
subject leaders. This information is reported to parents in the end of year report. As per data 
retention guidelines, this personal information is deleted upon leaving the school in year six.  

 

 

Moderation 

Moderation is important to ensure a consistent approach in assessment throughout the school. It 
is important that when teacher assessments are carried out, there is evidence recorded to justify 
judgements made. The school uses a range of activities and materials to ensure all assessments 
are fair, reliable, accurate and consistent. 

• Use of national exemplification materials to benchmark and moderate pupil work. 

• Meet termly to moderate work as a school – whole staff and in pairs. 

• Moderate work through planning and book looks each staff meeting, feeding findings back 
to members of staff and sharing of good practice.  
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• Collate evidence to back up teacher assessments.  

• Work with other colleagues in other schools in SDG groups to make sure our assessments 
are fair, reliable and consistent. 

• Participate in moderation schemes in the Local authority for foundation and KS2. 

• External verification through our trained moderator who works in the school. 

• Analyse data at the end of the academic year to track ‘value added’ progress made by 
cohorts, groups of pupils and individuals. 

Equal Opportunities  
As outlined above, assessment plays an integral part in identifying the individual needs of all 
children. It enables children with special educational needs and disabilities, children who excel 
and children for whom English is an additional language to be given a differentiated curriculum 
which meets their needs. In addition, the assessment policy at Longnor CE Primary School ensures 
that identification of these children is systematic and effective. 
For some children, to demonstrate their true ability access arrangements will allow for this in 
accordance with national access arrangements released with the statutory assessments.  
 
Special Educational Needs  
When assessment indicates a child may have Special Educational Needs or Disability, the SENCO is 
informed and the child‘s progress is carefully monitored. Further assessment then takes place, as 
outlined in the SEND policy. When teachers assess a child with SEND they will draw upon any on-
going formative and summative assessment. They will gain views from parents, the pupil and any 
external specialists. 
 

Reporting 

Reporting to parents/carers provides the opportunity for communication about their child’s 
achievements, ability and future targets. We believe that learning is most effective when carried 
out as a partnership between school and home. 

We will formally share next steps with parents each term through parent-teacher meetings, 
termly report cards and an end of year report. We will also endeavour to share next steps 
informally through the type of homework set, feedback in reading records, homework books and 
informal conversations at the start and end of the day with parents. 
At Longnor Primary School we: 

• Have an ‘Open Door’ policy whereby parents/cares can pop in or make an appointment to 
discuss their child’s progress at any time.  

• Provide opportunities for two parent consultation evenings per year (autumn and spring 
terms) so that parents can discuss their child’s attainment and progress and overall 
performance at school. 

• Provide end of year written reports which include results of statutory tests and 
assessments and gives information relating to progress and attainment as well as 
attendance. This should have a positive effect on pupils’ attitudes, motivation and self- 
esteem. 

• Provide an information evening for all classes in September to share expectations for the 
year ahead.  

• Termly progress reviews for SEND pupils are used to inform parents of the evaluation and 
impact of the previous provision/intervention and to suggest the next steps.   
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• Pupil premium children will be reviewed and, where appropriate, involve pupils to discuss 
their progress and to suggest next steps and targets.   

Roles and Responsibilities 

The overall responsibility for assessment belongs to the headteacher. Class teachers are 
responsible for assessment of the children in their care and curriculum subject leaders are 
responsible for monitoring assessment within their subject area. 

Governors are responsible for analysing the data collected and scrutinizing provision. 


